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AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
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AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
AMCONSUL PERTH 
CINCPAC 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 6953 
USIAC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 
ATMOSPHERICS: 

THE LONG-SIMMERING POLITICAL CAULDRON FINALLY BOILED OVER 
DURING THE WEEK WITH THE OPPOSITION DECLINING TO APPROVE 
GOVERNMENT-PROPOSED APPROPRIATIONS. ACTION OF OPPOSITION 
MAJORITY IN SENATE THREATENS TO PLUNGE COUNTRY INTO 
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS. PRIME MINISTER HAS INDICATED HE 
WILL SEEK PARTIAL SENATE ELECTION, BUT STEADFASTLY REFUSED 
TO RESIGN OR CALL FOR DOUBLE DISSOLUTION. MEDIA AND 
POLITICAL CIRCLES AWASH WITH SPECULATION AS TO TACTICS AND 
SCENARIOS. SPECTRE OF MASSIVE WORK STOPPAGES IN PUBLIC 
SERVICE AND ELSEWHERE LOOM OMINOULSY AS POSSIBLITY OF 
INSUFFICIENT FUNDS FOR GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS IS REAL. 

ONE DIRECT EFFECT ONOUR PROGRAM IS INABILITY OF SEVERAL 
IVP NOMINEES IN POLITICAL F TF. D TO MAKE ANY TRAVEL PLANS 
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OR EVEN ACCEPT GRANTS. (SEPTEL TO CU). 
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PROGRAM: 

THE LONG-AWAITED LEASE PROPOSAL FOR USIS SPACE IN THE 
CANBERRA PRESS CLUB WAS MADE AVAILABLE DURING THE WEEK. 
CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS ARE UNDER WAY, AND PENDING AGENCY 
APPROVAL, USIS CANBERRA WILL MOVE INTO NEW QUARTERS 
ABOUT MID-MAY NEXT YEAR. 

IN SEEKING TO EXPAND ITS TARGET AUDIENCES, CANBERRA 
PLACED ITS VTR EQUIPMENT AND SIX TAPES IN THE PARLIAMENTARY 
LIBRARY FOR A WEEK-LONG DEMONSTRATION. PARLIAMENTARY 
LIBRARY IS LOOKING TO ACQUIRE VTR CAPABILITY FOR USE BY 
LEGISLATORS. AND USIS SIEZED OPPORTUNITY TO GET OUT VTRS 
INTO LIBRARY AND CALL FACILITY TO ATTENTION OF LAWMAKERS 
AND STAFFERS. 

AUSTRALIAN IOURNALISM SUFFERED TWO LOSSES THROUGH DEATHS 
THIS WEEK. LONG-TIME WASHINGTON-BASED REPORTER ROY 
MCCARTNEY (SYDNEY MORNING HEARLD), AGE 57, DIED IN WASHINGTON 
AND GRAHAM PERKINS, 45. EDITOR OF THE AGE, (MELBOURNE), THE 
NATION'S MOST INFLUENTIAL PAPER, DIED SUDDENLY OCTOBER 16. 

BICENTENNIAL - THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT PLACED ANNOUNCEMENTS 
IN ALL MAIOR NEWSPAPERS OVER THE WEEK-END INVITING APPLICATIONS 
FROM AUSTRALIANS FOR U.S. BICENTENNIAL FELLOWSHIPS; APPLICANTS 
TO BE PERSONS "WHO HAVE ACHIEVED DISTINCTION OR HAVE SHOWN 
POTENTIAL" IN THEIR FIELD. FELLOWSHIPS. TENABLE DURING 
BICENTENNIAL YEAR 1976, ARE FOR FROM SIX TO TEN WEEKS TRAVEL 
IN THE U.S. FOR "CULTURAL AND SOCIAL INTERCHANGE." AT 
SAME TIME AUSTRALIANS EMBASSY WASHINGTON AND CONSULATES 
HAVE BEGUN PROCESS OF SELECTING AMERICAN BICENTENNAIL 
FELLOWS TO VISIT AUSTRALIA UNDER SAME PROGRAM. THIRTY 
FELLOWSHIPS WILL BE GRANTED IN ALL, FIFTEEN TO AMERICANS 
AND FIFTEEN TO AUSTRALIANS. TOTAL BUDGET THIS PROGRAM 
U.S. $190,000. (USIA PLEASE THIS ITEM TO CU). 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS SUMMARIES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 OCT 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CANBER06953 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750358-0853 
From: CANBERRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 048/aaaabqrm. tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 NOV 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 NOV 2003 by MaustMC>; APPROVED <20 JAN 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS ATMOSPHERICS 
TAGS: PFOR, AS 
To: USIA 
Type: TE 
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